Vogue Essay / English 1C 6607 / Elwood
Take a position that answers this question: Was Vogue behaving inappropriately by using the King Kong-like photo for their cover?  You need to decide whether or not you believe they should or should not have chosen that picture for their cover.  You could also address the issue of whether or not, having learned about the controversy the picture generated, did they have a responsibility to pull that copy and re-release that edition with another cover.  

Purpose:

You will argue you position and provide premises to support your argument.  Provide counterarguments and refutations from another perspective.  Add concession.  Your audience is the general public.  Consider that you write for a population that probably already has some strong opinions about this question.  
Things to consider:

1. Did the magazine create controversy to increase sales?
2. If they did create controversy to increase sales, is that a problem or is that just the way corporate America/free enterprise works? 

3. Is Vogue cashing in on the racist beliefs or the over-sensitivity of viewers?  
4. Does this infraction, however minor or egregious, indicate that Vogue has a greater responsibility to employ more people of color in its upper management in order to avoid such debacles in the future?    

 

EXPECTATIONS:

1. Your rough draft is due for Class 9 (October 22) and should be 1½ to 2 pages long. You must have a working thesis. That means that your thesis might need some adjustment as you move through your research. Always read extensively what the opposition to your view has to say. Doing so will strengthen your argument to know what to argue against and it may also change your opinion to some degree. Do not lock yourself into a view you no longer hold because you do not want to rewrite some parts of your paper. 

2.  Begin with your working thesis and then move to writing your body paragraphs.  Provide context for your quotes.  In other words lead to them with the name of the source.  Keep in mind whether or not you are providing a narrative or a dialogue quote.  Set it up accordingly.  Feel free to create the introduction, conclusion and especially the title last.  

3. Please write an introduction using the introductory paragraph topic options on my website.  Be sure to transition to your thesis statement, which will be at the end of the essay.  Do not start arguing your points in the introduction.  Your arguments belong in your body paragraphs. If you get an idea for a topic that would make an interesting introduction while creating your body paragraphs, scroll up and record that idea where your introduction will eventually go. If you get another idea, do this again. As you practice with varying introductory paragraph ideas, you should end up with several options by the time you finish writing your body paragraphs. Then you have some options to explore more fully. Review the introductory paragraph ideas in the Writing section of my website.  
4.  Do not engage is fine-tune editing until you are in the final stages of composing your paper.  It is heartbreaking when writers spend 30 or so minutes making one paragraph perfect and then they end up deleting it later.  

6.  The final draft for this paper is due Class 10 (October 29), so you will have plenty of time to add more sources and fine tune your editing.  If you have any questions, email me.  If you want me to look at a paragraph or so, send it.
