“Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers” Essay / English 1C 6607 / Elwood
Literary Analysis and Evaluation Argument Essay – Feminism

PURPOSE:

Adrienne Rich’s “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers” is a classic feminist poem. Provide literary analysis to establish support for your view about the message the author intends.  Then bring in support material to speak to your position regarding the relevance of such a message today.  Use at least one of the sources I provided.
OPTIONS TO CONSIDER:

1. Has feminism served its purpose; therefore, works such as “Tigers” are no longer necessary? 

2. Is there still more work to be done; therefore, “Tigers” is still an important poem to study? 

3. If feminism served its purpose, is it still important to remember the work of the activists (poets included), who supported its success; therefore, “Tigers” is worth studying? 

4. Is the poem's message so antiquated that it has little relevance today; therefore, students should no longer be required to study this poem?   

 

EXPECTATIONS:

1. Your rough draft is due for Class 5 (Sept. 24) and should be 1½ to 2 pages. You must have a working thesis. That means that your thesis might need some adjustment as you move through your research. Always read more of what the opposition to your view has to say. It will strengthen your argument to know what to argue against and it may also change your opinion to some degree. Do not lock yourself into a view you no longer hold because you do not want to rewrite some parts of your paper. 

2. Please write an introduction only if you are heavily inspired to do so. Introductory paragraphs should be written after you have completed body paragraphs. Doing so prevents you from including body paragraph concepts in the introductory paragraph. Remember, if it is part of your argument, it should be in your body paragraphs. If you get an idea for a topic that would make an interesting introduction, scroll up and record that idea where your introduction will eventually go. If you get another idea, do this again. As you practice with varying introductory paragraph ideas, you should end up with several options by the time you finish writing your body paragraphs. Then you have some options to explore more fully. Review the introductory paragraph ideas in the Writing section of my website.  I will go over introduction options in Class 5.
 

3. Quote extensively from “Tigers” and other source material. When you quote from a poem, put the line number in the parenthesis, not the page number. Be sure to provide analysis. Explain what the passage means and then explain how that proves your point. Your point addresses the question or task of the thesis.  You also use a slash between different lines of a poem.   

4. You need to bring in at least one source that speaks to feminism in general. The source can support your view and therefore be your backup or it can be different from your view and you can argue against it. Collect several literary pieces that could serve as source material during the course of your research. The final draft will need to have more than one outside source (beyond what I have provided for you) even though the rough draft only needs one. Always plan ahead and select more sources than you will need. You may find that a source beyond your first pick makes the best support or refutation of your view. Never stop researching after you pick one source.  Always print a copy of anything you quote from. I will expect to see copies from which you pulled quotes and the quotes that you pulled will be highlighted and cross referenced in your paper.  I will check that you copied and set up the quotes correctly. 
5.  Do not engage is fine-tune editing until you are in the final stages of composing your paper.  It is heartbreaking when writers spend 30 or so minutes making one paragraph perfect and then they end up deleting it later.  

6.  The final draft for this paper is due Class 7 (October 8), so you will have plenty of time to add more sources and fine tune your editing.  If you have any questions, email me.  If you want me to look at a paragraph or so, send it.
