 DIALOGUE / NARRATION   


Name: _____________________________ 








Period: ____   Date: __________________

    

               TO BE

1st Person
      I 
          AM
    
  WE
    ARE

2nd Person
    YOU        ARE

3rd Person
HE SHE IT    IS 

THEY      ARE


    Singular


        Plural

First-person and second-person usage in quotes makes them dialogue.  

Commands are dialogue.  Some quotes are obviously dialogue.    

Step 1: Identify these quotes.  Put a D (dialogue) or N (narration) in the left margin of each.  
1.  “To hell with the handkerchief.”(11).  
__________________________________________________________

 

2.  “Puppy biscuit,” said Walter Mitty.” (10)

__________________________________________________________

 

3.  “Walter Mitty began to wonder what the other thing was his wife had told him to get” (9).  

__________________________________________________________

4.  ‘’you only live’’ once and “its only forty kilometers through hell”.  

__________________________________________________________

 

5.  “Why don’t you wear your gloves?” said Mrs. Mitty. 

__________________________________________________________

6.  “He faced the firing squad: erect and motionless, proud and disdainful, Walter Mitty the 
undefeated, inscrutable to the last.” (11)

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

7.  “Mitty standing in front of a wall and waiting to be fired upon by a group of soldiers:”.  

__________________________________________________________

8.  “Hey back it up there Mack watch the Buick” pg.11.  

__________________________________________________________

9.  “Walter Mitty jammed on the brakes. “Wrong lane, Mac,” said the parking-lot attendant “.  

__________________________________________________________

10. “He began to cautiously back out of the lane marked ‘Exit Only’.”(9).  

__________________________________________________________

DIALOGUE / NARRATION 


 ANSWER KEY FOR STEP 1



                    TO BE

1st Person
      I 
          AM
    
  WE
    ARE

2nd Person
    YOU        ARE

3rd Person
HE SHE IT    IS 

THEY      ARE


    Singular


        Plural

First-person and second-person usage in quotes makes them dialogue.  

Commands are dialogue.  Some quotes are obviously dialogue.    

Step 1: Identify these quotes.  Put a D (dialogue) or N (narration) in the left margin of each.  
1.  “To hell with the handkerchief.”(11).  


Spoken dialogue

 

2.  “Puppy biscuit,” said Walter Mitty.” (10)


Spoken dialogue embedded in narration

 

3.  “Walter Mitty began to wonder what the other thing was his wife had told him to get” (9).  


Chunked / Narration 
 

4.  ‘’you only live’’ once and “its only forty kilometers through hell”.  


Chunked / Spoken dialogue

 

5.  “Why don’t you wear your gloves?” said Mrs. Mitty. 


Spoken Dialogue
6.  “He faced the firing squad: erect and motionless, proud and disdainful, Walter Mitty the 


undefeated, inscrutable to the last.” (11)

 


Chunked / Narration

7.  “Mitty standing in front of a wall and waiting to be fired upon by a group of soldiers:”. 


Narration 

 

8.  “Hey back it up there Mack watch the Buick” pg.11.  

 


Spoken Dialogue

9.  “Walter Mitty jammed on the brakes. “Wrong lane, Mac,” said the parking-lot attendant “.  


Spoken Dialogue Embedded in Narration

10. “He began to cautiously back out of the lane marked ‘Exit Only’.”(9).  


Dialogue Embedded in Narration

STEP 2 – Tell students to go back to the story, find the passages and rewrite them as needed.  





ANSWER KEY FOR STEP 2  

1.  “To hell with the handkerchief.”(11).  

 
Spoken dialogue


Mitty bravely declared, “To hell with the handkerchief” (11). 


2.  “Puppy biscuit,” said Walter Mitty.” (10)



  
Spoken Dialogue Embedded in Narration


 “‘Puppy biscuit,’ said Walter Mitty” (10).

After pulling his thoughts together, Mitty remembered, “Puppy biscuit” (10).
 

3.  “Walter Mitty began to wonder what the other thing was his wife had told him to get” (9).  

     
Chunked / Narration – NO ERRORS
 

4.  ‘’you only live’’ once and “its only forty kilometers through hell”.  


Both quotes – Chunked / Spoken dialogue


Captain Mitty declared, “We only live once.”  Then, the protesting sergeant argues, “It’s 

forty kilometers through hell” (11).       



 

 5.  “Why don’t you wear your gloves?” said Mrs. Mitty.  

 
Spoken Dialogue 


Mrs. Mitty nagged, “Why don’t you wear your gloves?” (8).  

 

6.  “He faced the firing squad: erect and motionless, proud and disdainful, Walter Mitty the undefeated, inscrutable to the last.” (11)

 


Chunked / Narration


“[H]e faced the firing squad; erect and motionless, proud and disdainful, Walter Mitty 

the Undefeated, inscrutable to the last” (11).    


 

7.  “Mitty standing in front of a wall and waiting to be fired upon by a group of soldiers:”. 


Narration – Copy quotes correctly!    

Mitty “stood up against the wall,” waiting bravely to be fired upon by a group of soldiers 

(11).  

8.  “Hey back it up there Mack watch the Buick” pg.11.  

 
       
Spoken Dialogue – Don’t make up quotes!  

The parking-lot attendant frantically yells, “Back it up, Mac! Look out for that Buick!” (9). 

9.  “Walter Mitty jammed on the brakes. “Wrong lane, Mac,” said the parking-lot attendant “.  

 

       Spoken Dialogue Embedded in Narration     
     “Walter Mitty jammed on the brakes. ‘Wrong lane, Mac,’ said the parking-lot attendant” (9).  
      “Walter Mitty jammed on the brakes” because a parking-lot attendant frantically yelled, 


“Wrong lane, Mac!” (9). 
10. “He began to cautiously back out of the lane marked ‘Exit Only’.”(9).  


Dialogue Embedded in Narration      

“He began cautiously to back out of the lane marked ‘Exit Only’” (9).  

