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Identifying quotes: Narration or Dialogue


· Quotes with 1st or 2nd person are spoken or thought dialogue.  

· Some quotes are just obviously dialogue (like a command/imperative).  

· If the quote simply moves the story along and has no 1st or 2nd person, it is a narration quote.  



                    TO BE

1st Person
      I 
          AM
    
  WE
    ARE

2nd Person
    YOU        ARE

3rd Person
HE SHE IT    IS 

THEY      ARE


    Singular


        Plural

Quotes 1-5 are pulled from “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”

1.  “We’re going through!” (6).

2.  “He wore his full-dress uniform” (6).

3.  “The pounding of the cylinders increased” (6).

4.  “You’re driving too fast!” (6).

5.  “The Old Man’ll get us through” (6).

6.  “Exhausted and sick at heart, we lay down in the courtyard” (181).

7.  “It was a warm sunny day and two butterflies were flitting around” (33).

8.  “She never did catch on to the rules of the game” (119).

9.  “When we walked over, he winked at me” (191).

10.  “Take her in the woods, Ellie.  Let her hear the birds” (213).

11.  “We rode to the Brooklyn Memorial Hospital” (32).

12.  “Keep that handkerchief over the eye” (32).

13.  “The nurse at the desk wanted to know what was wrong” (32).

14.  “She asked us to sit down and pressed a button on her desk” (32).

15.  “He sat there in obvious pain, resting his finger on his lap and 

nervously smoking” (32).
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All of a sudden, “[Tris] hear[s] a scuffle across the room and [she] lift[ed] [her] head from the pillow […] [Tris] hear[s] shuffling and the squeak of a shoe.  A heavy thud” (123).

All of a sudden, Tris “hear[s] a scuffle across the room”; after lifting her head, she notices “shuffling and a squeak of a shoe.  A heavy thud” (123).  

All of a sudden, Tris “hear[s] a scuffle across the room.” After lifting her head, she notices “shuffling and a squeak of a shoe.  A heavy thud” (123).  
All of a sudden, Tris notices a “scuffle across the room.” Some “shuffling and a squeak of a shoe” precedes a terrifying “heavy thud” (123).  

“Through the Tunnel” – An excerpt from page 93

Next morning, when it was time for the routine of swimming and sunbathing, his mother said, “Are you tired of the usual beach, Jerry?  Would you like to go somewhere else?”


“Oh, no!” he said quickly, smiling at her out of that unfailing, impulse of contrition—a sort of chivalry.  Yet, walking down the path with her, he blurted out, “I’d like to go and have a look at those rocks down there.”  

Jerry’s mother worries about her son being bored with his vacation, so she asks him, “Would you like to go somewhere else?” (93).  Unfortunately, she pays too little attention to where that might be.  

Jerry’s mother worries about her son being bored with his vacation, so she asks him if he would “like to go somewhere else” (93).  Unfortunately, she pays too little attention to where that might be.  

When asked if he would like to go off on his own, Jerry’s “impulse of contrition” did not prevent him from “blurt[ing] out, ‘I’d like to go and have a look at those rocks down there’” (93).  He should not suffer this constant state of apology just because his father died.  Children need to develop independence from their parents but not in a dangerous way.  

When asked if he would like to go off on his own, Jerry’s desire for adventure finally quelled his “impulse of contrition.”  Jerry “blurted out” that he wanted to “go and have a look at those rocks down there” (93).  Although he should not suffer this constant state of apology just because his father died, he also lacks the maturity to be that independent.  
When quoting more than once from the same page, in immediate succession, within the same essay paragraph, provide the page number only after the last quote from that page. If the quotes are interrupted with a quote from another page, this rule no longer applies.  

Jerry’s mother worries about her son being bored with his vacation, so she asks him if he would “like to go somewhere else” (93).  She “was determined to be neither possessive nor lacking in devotion” (94).  Nonetheless, she should have been a little more devoted to parental diligence and paid attention to where Jerry might want to go.  Unfortunately, Jerry’s desire for adventure finally quelled his “impulse of contrition.”  Jerry “blurted out” that he wanted to “go and have a look at those rocks down there” (93).  Although he should not suffer this constant state of apology just because his father died, he also lacks the maturity to be that independent.  
