SAYS WHO?!

How to Research, Evaluate, and Mediate between 
Multiple Sources for Effective Synthesis

The Sophomore Unit: Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God

Prompt: Many in Hurston’s community criticized her for not being political enough in her writing. During such a time of great need and given that she had the ears of white readers, to what extent did Hurston have a responsibility to advocate for civil rights in her writing?

“Helpful Writing Tips” can be reviewed at appropriate intervals, as needed

Resources: 

1. “Excerpt from My Sister’s Keeper” Jodi Picoult – Found online 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/my-sisters-keeper-jodi-picoult/1100306511?ean=9780743454537 
2. “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” – A biographical short story by Hurston

http://grammar.about.com/od/60essays/a/theireyesessay.htm 

3. “Everyday Use” Alice Walker – From our textbook

http://intensiveenglish1.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/0/4/13041485/everyday_use_full-text.pdf 

4. “Montgomery Bus Boycott” – Coretta Scott King – From our textbook

http://kayzclassroom.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/6/0/15609690/montgomery_boycott_coretta_scott_king.pdf
5. Students write about and discuss online articles about the civil rights movement they bring to class.

6. Students view the beginning clip of Crisis at Central High.

7. Students discuss parts of the book A Life Is More than a Moment. 

Uh-oh – Even sophomore honors students fell into simple comparison!

SALVE ACTIVITY: Have out three pieces of paper.  Put your name and period number on all three. 

1.  Out of the following restaurants, write a paragraph about which is your favorite and provide the standards of measurement (the reasons).  Title this Fast Food Fabulous.  
Read and discuss views in small discussion groups.  Students share out.  Trade “Fast Food Fabulous” with another student from a different group.
2.  Title your next paper The Best of the Best and write again about your favorite fast food restaurant but this time use someone’s “Fast Food Fabulous” as a source.  The source’s name initially is first and last and then last name only.  Quote from your source at least twice.  Obviously, you will either use the source to support your argument or you will refute the source and thereby still enhance your argument.  You may object to the source’s criteria and discredit his/her view in that way.  Or you could agree about the restaurant being the best but cite different criteria.  You never have to agree or disagree fully with anyone.  
Read and discuss views in small discussion groups.  Students share out.

4.  On the third sheet of paper, tell a story about an experience at any one of these restaurants.  You are not arguing a point; you are telling a story.  The story does not have to be happy and it can be from any time in your life.  Title this paper Once Upon a Time.  
Read and discuss views in small discussion groups.  Students share out.

5.  Trade stories with a new partner.  Write Analysis by and add you name to the top of that someone else’s story.  At the bottom of the story, write down at least one standard of measurement and reason.   

Read and discuss views in small discussion groups.  Students share out.

6.  Now add the new source to your paper The Best of the Best.  Use two quotes from the story.  
