AP Lit Poetry Vocabulary List 1
1.  Tactile – the sense of touch

2.  Gustatory – the sense of taste

3.  Kinetic – a sensory word -- energy that a body possesses in motion

4.  Visceral – a sensory word – relating to deep inward feelings rather than intellect

5.  Visual – a sensory word – relating to sight or seeing

6.  Auditory – a sensory word – relating to hearing

7.  Literal statement – words taken at face value






8.  Imagery – use of words appealing to senses






9.  Verbal Irony – say the opposite of what you mean





10.  Situational Irony – actions have effect opposite of intention, which makes the outcome contrary to the 
expectation
 

11.  Dramatic Irony – implications known to audience, not characters; speaker means different from 
author

12.  Oxymoron – alignment of opposites (compact paradox)




13.  Paradox – seemingly contradictory statement with underlying truth



14.  Pun – a joke using diff meanings of same or similar words, word play




15.  Double entendre -- a word or phrase open to two interpretations, often risqué or indecent.
16.  Litotes – a form of understatement (ironic or affirming in the negative) ie. “You won’t be sorry.” = 
You will be glad.


17. Hyperbole – overstatement, exaggeration for effect, sometimes ironic


18. Antithesis – balancing contrasting ideas, often ironic or affirmation by using negative ie. “Man plans; 
God laughs.” 
19. Meiosis  – understatement – minimizing for effect ie. Mercutio referring to a mortal stab wound as a 
scratch.

20. Metaphor – comparing 2 seemingly unlike things for dramatic effect

 

21. Simile – comparison using like or as







22. Symbol – object suggests idea







23. Allusion – well-known references







24. Apostrophe – addresses a person not present






25. Personification – human qualities to nonhuman 



 

26. Metonymy – substitute symbol for whole







27. Synecdoche – a part = the whole; the whole = a part
ie Ten sails = ten ships



