The Standards of Measurement

1.  What are Hart’s standards of measurement (the criteria) for considering people good parents?  

2.  How does she back up her standards?  How do others she mentions feel about her views?  How credible are they?  

3.  How credible is she?

The Standards of Measurement: Answer Sample
1.  What are Hart’s standards of measurement (the criteria) for considering people good parents?  

Hart measures good parenting by people’s ability to face their children’s shortcomings, without trying to rescue them from learning a great lesson.  As a matter of fact, the lesson is more important than worrying about the infraction damaging their kids’ chances of getting into a prestigious university.  Hart explains that her friends, whose child was arrested for shoplifting “are not primarily after Harvard.”  Good parents need to be able to recognize that their children are capable of all kinds of bad behaviors and “they are after the hearts of their kids.” 
Hart also refutes parenting experts, who teach that “separating the (bad) behavior from the child” is an appropriate way to handle their children’s infractions.  Instead, Karen and Tom, Hart’s made-up names for her friends, plan “to call it what it is and to love her like crazy anyway as they encourage her to move forward to her best.”  It of course is the crime, which Hart refers to as “a real crime.”  There is no soft pedaling anything.  Furthermore, Hart criticizes society in general for being too “self-esteem-obsessed” and codling.  

2.  How does she back up her standards?  How do others she mentions feel about her views?  How credible are they?
Hart’s friend called this “a wake-up call.”  She explains that “the police were stunned” that the mother  came to deal with her daughter’s misbehavior, demonstrating appreciation for the arrest and a genuine desire to redirect, not rescue, the daughter.  The police officers “fully believed this child’s affluent parents would march in, like so many others in that community would have done, with a demand to get their child off the hook.”  The police have credibility because they are authority figures, who see errant children and poor parenting on a regular basis.  They support Hart’s friend’s approach.
Hart also backs up her standard by the logic of her argument.  There is no point to rescuing children from learning a lesson.  Without consequences and guidance, children will have no motivation to do better.  If they are still considered good people, who simply did one little bad thing, they will have no reason to be better.  They are still good.  It was just the behavior that was bad and their parents will work to make that go away, too.  This type of parenting does not build character.  
3.  How credible is she?

Hart lacks credibility in that she does not have credentials in child psychology, but she also disagrees with so-called parenting experts.  She presents a logical argument that is better than what some experts would say.  Hart also does not have kids, but at least she’s upfront about that.  People don’t have to be parents to have a solid opinion about child rearing.  As a matter of fact, plenty of parents are completely clueless.  Hart is an accomplished journalist with a steady job writing for the Daily Breeze.  She is articulate and expresses her views with intelligence and sensitivity.  Hart also quotes the Bible, which suggests another type of authority.  And she uses trendy language like “at-risk” in reference to her friends’ children.  The language she uses helps to make her argument accessible to most people interested in raising children.  
 A Critique of Hart’s Article

Introduce your essay with some discussion about Hart’s general topic.  Then provide a thesis in which you give your view of Hart’s article.  You may agree completely, somewhat or not at all with what she wrote.  Use the short answer paper you already wrote to develop this short essay.  
Organizing Ideas: Use these sentence starters to present Hart’s standard of measurement.  Be sure to evaluate her view.  Be sure to include your view of her opinion.  







According to Hart, good parents must . . . 

Hart believes that good parents usually . . . 

Hart advocates that good parents should . . . 

Sample Body Paragraph: 

According to Hart, good parents must be more concerned with the lessons their children learn than how the punishments will impact other aspects of their lives.  As a matter of fact, the lesson is more important than worrying that the infraction may damage their kids’ chances of getting into a prestigious university.  Hart explains that her friends, whose child was arrested for shoplifting “are not primarily after Harvard.”  Good parents need to be able to recognize that their children are capable of all kinds of bad behaviors.  Hart’s friends “are after the hearts of their kids,” without saving them from the lessons to be learned.  Hart’s view makes sense because Harvard should not be the objective.  Parents should try to raise their children to be ethical people, who care about others.  Getting into Harvard may or may not guarantee a great income later, but no money is worth being a disreputable, self-centered person.  And even so, money is no compensation for a lack of character or backbone.  
